
Palliative care
Exported from METEOR (AIHW's Metadata Online Registry)

© Australian Institute of Health and Welfare 2024

This product, excluding the AIHW logo, Commonwealth Coat of Arms and any material owned by a third party or protected by a
trademark, has been released under a Creative Commons BY 4.0 (CC BY 4.0) licence. Excluded material owned by third
parties may include, for example, design and layout, images obtained under licence from third parties and signatures. We have
made all reasonable efforts to identify and label material owned by third parties.

You may distribute, remix and build on this website’s material but must attribute the AIHW as the copyright holder, in line with our
attribution policy. The full terms and conditions of this licence are available at https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.

Enquiries relating to copyright should be addressed to info@aihw.gov.au.

Enquiries or comments on the METEOR metadata or download should be directed to the METEOR team at
meteor@aihw.gov.au.

Metadata 522938 Page 1 of 2 Downloaded 16-Jul-2024



Palliative care
Identifying and definitional attributes

Metadata item type: Glossary Item

METEOR identifier: 522938

Registration status: Health!, Standard 08/05/2014

Definition: Palliative care is defined as the active total care of patients whose disease is not
responsive to curative treatment. The control of pain, of other symptoms and of
psychological, social and spiritual problems is paramount. The goal of palliative
care is achievement of the best quality of life for patients and their families.

The point of transition to palliative care is when treatment goals become focussed
on improving quality of life. However, the transition does not imply a discontinuation
of active care or abandonment from the treating cancer team.

Palliative care may be administered in a community setting, for example, the
patient's home or a nursing home, in the palliative care unit of an acute hospital, or
a hospice.

Relational attributes

Metadata items which use
this glossary item:

Lung cancer (clinical) DSS
Health!, Superseded 14/05/2015

Lung cancer (clinical) NBPDS
Health!, Standard 14/05/2015

Person with cancer—date of referral to palliative care services, DDMMYYYY
Health!, Standard 08/05/2014

Person with cancer—referral to palliative care services indicator
Health!, Standard 08/05/2014

Person with cancer—referral to palliative care services indicator, yes/no/unknown
code N

Health!, Standard 08/05/2014

Referral to palliative care services indicator
Health!, Standard 08/05/2014
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