Medicare Local
Exported from METEOR
(AIHW's Metadata Online Registry)
© Australian Institute of Health and Welfare 2024

This product, excluding the AIHW logo, Commonwealth Coat of Arms and any material owned by a third party or protected by a trademark, has been released under a Creative Commons BY 4.0 (CC BY 4.0) licence. Excluded material owned by third parties may include, for example, design and layout, images obtained under licence from third parties and signatures. We have made all reasonable efforts to identify and label material owned by third parties.
You may distribute, remix and build on this website’s material but must attribute the AIHW as the copyright holder, in line with our attribution policy. The full terms and conditions of this licence are available at https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/.
Enquiries relating to copyright should be addressed to info@aihw.gov.au.
Enquiries or comments on the METEOR metadata or download should be directed to the METEOR team at meteor@aihw.gov.au.


Medicare Local
	Identifying and definitional attributes

	Metadata item type:
	Glossary Item

	METEOR identifier:
	517967

	Registration status:
	 National Health Performance Authority (retired), Retired 01/07/2016

	Definition:
	An administrative health region established under the National Health Reform Agreement 2012, responsible for assessing the health needs of the population in a specific region, for identifying gaps in general practitioner (GP) and primary health care services and putting into place strategies to address those gaps.
Medicare Locals drive improvements in primary health care and ensure that services are better tailored to meet the needs of local communities.
Medicare Locals have a number of key roles in improving primary health care services for local communities, by:
1. Making it easier for patients to access the services they need by linking local GPs, nursing and other health professionals, hospitals and aged care, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health organisations, and maintaining up to date local service directories.
1. Working closely with Local Hospital Networks to make sure that primary health care services and hospitals work well together for their patients.
1. Planning and supporting local after-hours face-to-face GP services.
1. Identifying where local communities are missing out on services they might need and coordinating services to address those gaps.
1. Supporting local primary health care providers, such as GPs, practice nurses and allied health providers, to adopt and meet quality standards.
1. Being accountable to local communities to make sure the services are effective and of high quality.

	Context:
	Primary health care



	Source and reference attributes

	Submitting organisation:
	Australian Institute of Health and Welfare


	Reference documents:
	The National Health Reform Agreement 2012:
Council of Australian Governments, Canberra. Viewed 29 April 2013,
http://www.federalfinancialrelations.gov.au/content/npa/
health_reform/national-agreement.pdf

	Relational attributes

	Metadata items which use this glossary item:
	Administrative health region—Medicare Local identifier
 National Health Performance Authority (retired), Retired 01/07/2016

Administrative health region—Medicare Local identifier, code AANNN
 National Health Performance Authority (retired), Retired 01/07/2016

Administrative health region—Medicare Local peer group
 National Health Performance Authority (retired), Retired 01/07/2016

Medicare Local code AANNN
 National Health Performance Authority (retired), Retired 01/07/2016
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