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Estimated resident population (ERP) cluster (early childhood education and care)
	Identifying and definitional attributes

	Metadata item type:
	Data Set Specification

	METEOR identifier:
	391940

	Registration status:
	Early Childhood, Standard 21/05/2010

	DSS type:
	Data Element Cluster



	Collection and usage attributes

	Guide for use:
	The Estimated resident population (ERP) cluster is based on Australian Bureau of Statistics measures of the population of Australia at a given point in time.
Estimates of the resident population are compiled initially at the Census date by firstly adjusting the Census count of residents upwards to compensate for net underenumeration in the Census, and then further adjusting (also upwards) to include an estimate of the number of Australian residents who were temporarily overseas on Census Night.
Population estimates are usually issued by the ABS subdivided by age and by sex. Other breakdowns are available for registered marital status and country of birth. Estimates of the Indigenous population of Australia are labelled as 'Experimental' estimates in that the standard approach to population estimation is not possible because satisfactory data on births, deaths, overseas and internal migration are not generally available. Furthermore, there is significant intercensal volatility in Census counts of the Indigenous population, thus adding to the problem of estimating the true Indigenous population. This volatility can in part be attributed to the change in propensity for persons to be identified as Indigenous as recorded on a Census forms.

	Collection methods:
	Census counts are available by either place of enumeration (sometimes referred to as 'de facto counts') or place of usual residence (sometimes referred to as 'de jure' counts), based on responses to the Census question on address. For the purposes of producing population estimates, counts by place of usual residence are used.
Usual residence is defined in the Census as the place at which a person has lived or intends to live for six months or more. While for most people their usual residence will be the same as their actual location on Census Night, some people will spend Census Night at a place other than their usual residence. This means that their place of enumeration will differ from their place of usual residence.
People visiting Australia on Census Night (i.e. those who usually reside overseas) are included in Census counts by place of enumeration, but are not included in counts by place of usual residence.

	Source and reference attributes

	Submitting organisation:
	Early Childhood Data Sub Group (ECDSG)


	Reference documents:
	Population Estimates: Concepts, Sources and Methods, 2009 (ABS cat no 3228.0.55.001)

	Relational attributes

	Implementation in Data Set Specifications:
	Early Childhood Education and Care: Aggregate NMDS 2010
Early Childhood, Superseded 07/06/2011
Implementation start date: 01/07/2010

Early Childhood Education and Care: Unit Record Level NMDS 2010
Early Childhood, Superseded 07/06/2011
Implementation start date: 01/07/2010





	Metadata items in this Data Set Specification 

		Seq No.
	Metadata item
	Obligation
	Max occurs

	-
	Person—age, total years N[NN]
	Mandatory
	1

	-
	Person—estimated resident population of Australia, total people N[N(7)]
DSS specific information:
Children aged 3-6 years only.
	Mandatory
	1

	-
	Person—Indigenous status, code N
	Mandatory
	1
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