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Data elements linked to this Data set specification 

 Important note: This is an archived metadata standard from the AIHW Knowledgebase. For 
 current metadata standards and related information please access METeOR, the AIHW's 

 Metadata Online Registry at http://meteor.aihw.gov.au 

DSS - Cancer (clinical) 

04-JUN-04Start date: 
 End date: 
This Cancer (clinical) data set specification is not mandated for collection 
but is recommended as best practice if cancer clinical data are to be 
collected. 
The Cancer (clinical) data set underpins the evaluation of cancer 
treatment services and this can occur at a number of levels; the individual 
clinician, the health care institution, at state or territory level and 
ultimately at a national level.   
Clinicians use such data for ongoing patient management and the ability 
to link patient management to outcomes allows treatments or outcomes to 
be identified and assessed. Institutions can monitor through-put in their 
centres for planning and resource allocation purposes to obtain optimum 
return for cancer expenditure. End-points can be monitored to ensure that 
objectives are being met.  
The principal aim of good-quality and consistent data is to provide 
information that can lead to improved quality and length of life for all 
patients by providing a systematic foundation for evidence-based 
medicine, informing quality assurance and improvement decisions and 
guiding successful planning and evaluation of cancer control activities. 
 
This data set is primarily concerned with the clinical use of cancer data. 
It can also be used by a wider range of health and health-related 
establishments that create, use, or maintain records on health-care clients. 
 
National Cancer Control Initiative (NCCI) 
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