
Metadata item extracted from the AIHW Knowledgebase on: 01-MAR-2005

Gestational age

Identifying and Definitional Attributes
NHDDData Dictionary: 

1Version number:000059Knowledgebase ID: 

DATA ELEMENT CONCEPTMetadata type: 

SUPERSEDEDAdmin status: 01-MAR-05Effective date: 
The duration of gestation is measured from the first day of the
last normal menstrual period. Gestational age is expressed in
completed days or completed weeks (e.g. events occurring 280 to
286 completed days after the onset of the last normal menstrual
period are considered to have occurred at 40 weeks of gestation).

The World Health Organization identifies the following
categories:
-Pre-term: less than 37 completed weeks (less than 259 days) of
gestation
-Term: from 37 completed weeks to less than 42 completed weeks
(259 to 293 days) of gestation
-Post-term: 42 completed weeks or more (294 days or more) of
gestation.
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